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Lot Type Grading Description Estimate $SA
PITCAIRN ISLANDS - Postal History

Until a regular mail service commenced in 1920, mail from and to the Pitcairn Islands relied on private carriage by passing ships. David
Lume in 'Pitcairn Islands Philately' (2nd Ed; 1999; p3) states "... in June 1921 ... the New Zealand and British governments agreed to
accept and deliver unstamped mail from Pitcairn" and various concessional 'No Stamps Available' cachets were introduced. This is the
best offering of these cachets for many years. On 15.3.1926, the concession was withdrawn, and mail was required to be franked with
New Zealand stamps. On 7.6.1927 an official New Zealand Postal Agency was established on the island. This operated until
14.10.1940, the Crown Colony of Pitcairn Islands issuing its first postage stamps the next day.

y

Lot 3813
3813 D B MAPS & CHARTS: 1775 (circa) 'Carte et Vues de llsle Pitcairn' topographical map & four side elevations
(252x181mm) published byRobert Bernard as part of an atlas with Tome | PL.9" inscription at upper-right, ironed-out
central fold & a few minor aging marks. The longitude is incorrectly given as '133.30' instead of '133.06'. When the
island was discovered by Philip Carteret aboard HMS 'Swallow' in 1767, his ship did not carry a chronometer. This

error allowed the Bounty mutineers to remain 'hidden' on Pitcairn for 19 years. 100"
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Ex Lot 3814
3814 C A- 1922 (April) long cover unfranked to "Mrs Gerald D Bliss, Cristobal, Canal Zone" with manuscript endorsement
"Posted at Pitcairn/Isle" in red ink at top enclosing two letters from Richard E Christian Island Secretary (and later
Postmaster) one dated "April 14" headed "Dear friends" ordering kerosene, muslin & cotton cloth, the other dated
"April 5th" to Mrs Bliss personally ordering thread, minor transmission marks & slightly trimmed at right, the letters
with minor folds. Ex Humphrey Norvill.

Gerald Bliss was the US Postmaster at Cristobal, Canal Zone, and operated an unofficial clearing station for mail
from Pitcairn Island. He and his wife acted as suppliers of basic needs to the islanders, as well as selling their
handicrafts. In 1970, some 78 covers (and 143 letters) sent to the Bliss family were discovered in Florida, most of
which have ended up in institutions. It appears from the Bliss correspondence that mail lodged shortly before the
departure of a ship would not receive a 'No Stamps Available' cachet, but rather a manuscript endorsement. (cover +

2 letters) 2,000"




Page:2

www.abacusauctions.com.au Dec 6 - Dec 8, 2023

PITCAIRN ISLANDS - Postal History (continued)
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3815 C

B

Lot 3815

- (late) cover unfranked to "Capt AJ Charman, S/S Waimana, c/o Shaw Savill and Albion Office, Wellington, New
Zealand" with a very fine complete strike of the 'POSTED AT PITCAIRN ISLAND/NO STAMPS AVAILABLE' cachet
SG C2 (70x8mm; Cat £2750 on cover) in violet at lower-left, Auckland '23NO22' transit cds on face and Wellington
'LETTER CARRIERS/27NO22' arrival backstamp, re-directed to the shipping line's London office, a few mostly minor
edge faults & a couple of small aging marks. Ex Humphrey Norvill. See also Lot 3817 below for an example of this
cachet in black (unlisted). A similar example on a cover to the Canal Zone sold at a London auction in 2005 for
£1680.

Referring to mail from the 1921-26 postal concession period, the Humphrey Norvill catalogue (26.11.1999) states that
"it is estimated from the published work of Carriker and Field that there are less than 30 covers in private hands".
That sale contained nine such items (or eleven if the two covers with manuscript endorsements are included). In
2005, ten such items from the Bliss correspondence were offered (four of which were with manuscript
endorsements). The James Brill collection sold in 2010 included only four items (plus a piece & a 1929 Iremonger
cover). The David Murray Brown collection features 16 items from this period - including the manuscript endorsement
in the previous lot - comprising six ex Norvill & two ex Birill as well as eight items not previously offered there.

2,000"

3816 A

B

Lot 3816

1923 (early) large-part parcel wrapper (235x120mm) unfranked to "Capt JJ Cameron, RMS Remuera, c/- New
Zealand Shipping Co Ltd, Wellington, New Zealand" with a largely very fine complete strike of the 'Posted at
Pitcairn/Island no stamps/available' cachet SG C4a (73%2x22mm; Cat £2750 on cover; the only recorded example)
in red at lower-right, Wellington '25FE23' arrival cds on face, re-directed to the shipping line's London office with
violet handstamp alongside, minor folds & blemishes largely clear of the markings. Ex Humphrey Norvill where it was
described as "believed to be the only known example of the semi-official cachet period for use on a parcel"
[our emphasis], and we do not know of any other.

The RMS 'Remuera’ was a passenger liner which called 2-3 times per year at Pitcairn during the 1920s sailing
between Southampton & Auckland, New Zealand. In June 1923 the ship brought a supply of galvanised iron roofing
to Pitcairn: see also Lot 3818 below.

2,000"
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3817 C

B

Lot 3817
- (mid) cover unfranked to England with a very fine complete strike of the 'POSTED AT PITCAIRN ISLAND/NO
STAMPS AVAILABLE' cachet SG C2 (70x8mm; Cat £2750 on cover) in black (unrecorded colour) at upper-right,
Auckland '13AU23' transit backstamp, on arrival apparently incorrectly taxed with '3D/TO PAY/75' handstamp for
double deficiency and Great Britain Postage Dues 3d violet affixed on the face tied by 'MARYPORT/28 SP/23' cds, a
few mostly minor edge faults & a couple of small aging marks. See also Lot 3815 above for an example of this cachet
in violet. A similar marking in violet on a cover to the Canal Zone sold at a London auction in 2005 for £1680.

The postal concession provided for only the postage payable to be charged, not the 'double deficiency' usually
charged for unfranked mail. The British Empire letter rate at this time was 1%2d for the first 10z, 2d up to 3ozs then
Y2d per additional 10z. The 3d charged equates to postage for an item weighing between 4-50zs, which seems highly
unlikely. Much more likely is that the item weighed 10z or less, making this an instance of incorrect double
deficiency charged on a postal concession item.

2,000"

3818 C

A-

Lot 3818

- (mid) 'R.M.S. REMUERA' envelope unfranked to "Mr Warren, Ship's Writer, RMS Remuera, c/- New Zealand
Shipping Co Ltd" England with a very fine complete strike of the italicised 'POSTED AT PITCAIRN ISLAND/NO
STAMPS AVAILABLE' cachet SG C8 (70x9mm; Cat £1900 on cover) in violet at upper-right, carried via the Canal
Zone with 'CRISTOBAL/AUG 18/1923' machine cancel on face, on arrival taxed with '1%2D/FB' handstamp for the
single rate of surface mail only and Great Britain Postage Dues 1%2d brown affixed on face tied by London '3 SP/23'
cds, light central fold & a couple of very minor blemishes. A similar marking on a cover to the Canal Zone sold at a
London auction in 2005 for £1020.

1,500"




